BALDOCK 


I 


URBAN 


DISTRICT 


CO.IMCIL 


To.The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Baldnnk  Urban  Distric t Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I heg  to  submit  my  Thirtysecond  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district,  as  required  b 
of*  Health'  under  the  Sanitary  Officer's  Orders. 

The  report  covers  the  period  from  1st  January  to  the 
31st  December,  1947. 

The  report  is  considerably  curtailed,  in  accordance 
y/ith  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

SECTION  A; 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 


Area  (in  acres)  542 

Residential  Population 

(Registnar-General *s  Figure)  5,808 

Local  Estimate  5,940 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 1,306 

Rateable  value  £32,828.-. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £125.10.7. 

Vital  Statistics 


BIRTHS: 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births:  Legitimate... 

57 

50 

Illegitimate. . . 

4 

3 

1 

TOTALS 111 

60 

51 

Birth  Rate : . . . 

England  & Wales  ‘ . . . 

Still  Births:  Legitimate.. 

5 

1 

4 

Ill egi  time. te.  . 

- 

Still  birth  rate  per 
thousand  total  births  . . . . 

TOTALS. . . . 5 ' 

DEATHS: 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age: 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate. . . 

• ••••••  ^ 

3 

— 

Illegitimate  . . . 

- 

— 



- — 

TOTALS. ..  _3  _ 

- 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
(per  1000  live  births) 


'27.03 


Total  Deaths  ';JV 

Male  23 

Female 26 

TOTAL  ^ 

Death  Rate  8,95 

England  & \7ales 12.00 

The  Chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Male 

Remale 

Total 

Total 

1347 

Ref,  No. 

1947 

-1947 

X946 

6 

Tub.  of  Resp.  sys. 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

.. 

9 

Influenza 

1 

1 

12 

Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

1 

1 

13-16 

Cancer 

5 

4 

9 

10 

17 

Diabetes 

» 

— 

1 

18 

Intra  Cran. Lesions 

2 

2 

4 

7 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

8 

5 

13 

12 

20 

Other  dis.  of  circ. system 

0 

2 

2 

1 

21 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2U 

Ulcer  of  Stomach’ or  Duodenun 

— 

2 

2 

27 

Other  Digve.dis: 

— 

1 

1 

2 

28 

Nephritis 

4 

- 

4 

— 

32 

Con.raal  birth 

— 

1 

1 

2 

33 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

1 

34 

Road  traffic' acc”. 

— 

- 

— 

1 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

— 

1 

36 

All  other  causes’ 

2 

5 

• 7 

8 

Death  of  cancer  ages)'  9 

There' were  no’  deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  but  one 
death  from  Influenza. 


SECTION  B: 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 
(i)  Staff  19U7 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time) : 

Batram  S’Oggitt,  M. B.  ,Ch. B.  (Leeds  and  Manchester) 

D.P.H.  (Cambs. ) 

Surveyor  & Sanitary  Inspector: 

Bruce  ¥.E. Makepeace,  M.R. San. I. ,M.R. I.P.H.H, 

(ii)  Other  Services 

Laboratory,  Ambulance,  Nursing  & Hospital  services. 

The  arrangements  for  these  services  are  as  in  former  years 
and  are  satisfactory. 


SECTION  0: 

1 . ( i ) Water 


Sanitary/  Circumstances  of  Baldock 


The  Baldock  U.D.C,  is  the  v/ater  supply  authority. 

Water  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  the  First  Garden  City 
Limited’s  Puiaping  Stations  at  Baldock  Road  and  Villian  Road. 
Bacteriological  samples  are  taken  both  by  the  Company  and  ^ 
the  Council  end  have  proved,  satisfactory.  The  Bonder  Company  s 
houses  have  their  own  private  supply. 
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(ii)  Drainage  & Sewerage 

No  change  in  the  system. 

After  careful  consideration  the  Council  entered 
into  negotiations  with  the  Letchworth  Urban  District 
Council  for  the  latter  Council  to  take  and  treat  all 
the  sewage  from  Baldock  Urban  District.  These 
negotiations  were  satisfactorily  concluded  and  a formal 
agreement  has  been  signed  by  the  tv/o  Councils. 

The  Consultants  of  Baldock  Urban  District  Council 
are  no¥/  preparing  a scheme  for  pumping  sewage  to  the 
Letchworth  works. 

2*  Rivers  ajad  Streams 

The  River  Ivel  has  been  dredged  throughout  its  length  in 
the  Urban  District  to  alleviate  flooding  of  the  allotment 
areas . 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation 

No  change, 

( i i ) Public  Cleansing 

Despite  the  difficulty  of  labour,  tlie  collection  of 
refuse  and  salvage  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

Fortnightly  collection  is  made  throughout  the  district 
except  for  shops  and  business  premises,  from  which  weekly 
collection  is  made.  A controlled  refuse  tip  is  operated 
in  con3unction  with  the  Letchworth  U.D.C. 


The  following  salvage  was  recovered: 


Weight 

Article 

Value 

T,  C. 

Q. 

Lbs, 

31.  18. 

2. 

- 

Mixed  baled  paper 

£ 191.14.  1, 

9.  14. 

2. 

mm  ^ 

Pig  food 

12.  1.11. 

2.  3. 

2. 

5. 

Rags,  string  & metal 

37.  1.10. 

59?  gross 

Bottles  salvaged  <5=  sold  94.  3.  -• 

(iii) 

Sanit 

■ary 

Inspection  of  the  Area 

Houses  visited  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Acts 
Factories  and  workshops 
Nuj.sances  investigated 
Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease 
Cowsheds,  dairies  and  bakehouses 
Butchers  and  other  shops 
Miscellaneous 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices 

There  are  81  shops  in  the  district;  all  those  dealing 
with  food  stuffs  have  been  visited  during  the  period, 
no  contraventions  found.  -No  inspections  of  offices 
carried  out.  . ■ ’ 

(v)  Swimming  Pool  (Private)- 

Samples  taken  each,  month  by  chemists  employed  by 
ovmers  of  the  pool  and  also -by  the  Council.  These  samples 
have  been  reasonably  satisfactory. 


9 

23 

11 

47 

13 

3 

4 
21 
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( V i ) Eradicr.tion  of  Bed  Bugs 

Two  cases  were  reported  and  dealt  with. 


SECTION  D: 

HOUSING 

During  1947  work  was  completed  on  20  traditional  houses 
at  IVeston  Way  together  with  road  and  sewer  works  to  accommodate 
a further  80  houses. 

In  October  1946,  the  Council  inspected  various  types 
of  non-traditional  houses  and  in  December  entered  into  a 
contract  for  the  erection  of  100  ”No-Pines"  concrete  houses, 
work  upon  v/hich  was  imediately  started.  A further  small 
scheme  of  10  houses  v/as  also  commenced  during  the  last 
months  of  1946. 

The  Council  then  had, in  December  1946,  130  houses  under 
contract  and  of  these  32  were  completed  and  occupied. 

In  July  1947?  the  Council  entered  into  an  arrangement  for 
the  supply  and  erection  of  40  permanent  Aluminium  bimgalows. 

A contract  for  site  ¥/orks  was  entered  into  and  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year  and  the  bungalow  erection  commenced. 

HOUSING  ACT  1936  ~ OVERCROWDING 

Local  conditions  have  caused  numerous  difficulties. 

The  present  population  of  the  district  is  5808,  the 
population  in  1938  was  3^829.  There  is  inevitably  a large 
number  of  cases  of  overcrowing  which  the  Council  are  anxious 
to  alleviate  by  the  provision  of  new  houses, 

SECTION  E; 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  ’ . 

One  farm  in  the  area  is  licensed  for  producing,  bottling 
and  retailing  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  and  Accredited 
Milk.  One  other  person  was  registered  as  a retail  purveyor 
and  has  premises  in  the  district. 

(t)  Meat  and  other  foods 

All  fresh  meat  supplies  are  inspected  at  Letchworth,  and 
the  quality  of  meat  coming  into  the  district  is  remarkably  good. 

In  addition  the  folloY/ing  was  condemned 

20  Tins  of  soup,  25  tins  of  vegetables,  24  tins  of 

fish,  45  tins  of  meat  and  93  tins  of  milk,  19  tins  misc.goods 

7d§  stone  of  fish,  52  chickens  and  1 packet  of  flour# 

30  lbs.  meat  and  28  lbs.  prunes. 

SECTION  F: 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 
o t he r Diseases 


Chicken  Pox  50 

Measles  18 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  5 

PneuLionia  5 

Tuberculosis  9 

Whooping  Cough-  ...  ...  ...  7 

Jaundice  .........  1 

Poliomyelitis  4 
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Tuberculosis 


New  coses  during  the  period 

5 Pulmonary  Male 
5 Pulmonary  Female 
1 Non- Pulmonary  Male 
- Non-Pulmonary  Female 

Poliomyelitis  (infantile  Paralysis) 

Four  cases  occurred  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  and  the 
patients  made  good  recovery. 


Schools 

1 . The  state  of  Pond  Lane  School  gave  the  Council  much 
concern  and  after  strong  representations  to  the  County 
authorities  urgent  action  was  taken,  resulting  in  an  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  the  premises  and  of  the  sanitary  accomm- 
odation and  playground. 

2.  The  state  of  the  Mansfield  Road  School  v/as  also  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  management  and  some  improvements  were 
effected;  some  v/orks  are  still  needed  in  the  provision  of 
increased  sanitary  accommodation. 

CONCLUSION 


The  Birth  Rate  for  19U7  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
figure  for  1946  but  the  upward  trend  was  not  as  great  as  for 
the  National  Birth  Rate  v/hich  rose  from  19.1  to  20.5  pei’ 
thousand  population.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  proportion 
of  illegitimate  births  is  roughly  1/26th  of  the  total  births. 

The  Death  Rate  is  lower  than  in  the  previous  year, 
whereas  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  higher  than  for 
1946.  Another  point  of  interest  is  that  the  present 
population  of  the  district  is  almost  double  that  of  the  pre- 
war figure.  The  consequence  of  this  importation  of  pop- 
ulation have  already  been  referred  to  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a speedy  completion  of  the  housing  programme  will  relieve 
the  gross  over-crowding  ?^hich  at  present  exists  in  the  town, 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
given  by  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department. 


BERTRAJi  SUQGIT 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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BALDOGK 


URBM 


DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Baldock  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Thirtysecond  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district,  as  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  under  the  Sanitary  Officer's  Orders. 

The  report  covers  the  period  from  1st  January  to  the 
31st  December,  19U7. 

The  report  is  considerably  curtailed,  in  accordance 


v/ith  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

SECTION  A: 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  Dis 

trict. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  .. 

542 

Residential  Population 

(Registrar-General’s  Figure)  ..  . 

5,808 

Local  Estimate  

5,940 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ..  .. 

1,306 

Rateable  value  

£32,828, 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . 

£125.10 

Vital  Statistics 

BIRTHS  *. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births:  Legitimate 

107 

57 

50 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

1 

TOTALS. . . 

. Ill 

60 

Si 

Birth  Rate : 

19.11 

England  & Wales  

20.5 

Still 'Births : Legitimate 

. 5 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS. . . 

. __5_ 

1 

_4 

Still  birth  rate  per 

thousand  total  births • 

43.10 

■ 

DEATHS : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age: 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

— 

Illegitimate  

— 

_d: 

- j-  - 

TOTiu:.S.  . 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1000  live  births)  

27.03 

1 


Total  Deaths 


Male  . , , 23 

Female 26 

TOTAL  ^ 

Death  Rate 8,95 

England  & Y/ales 12.00 


The  Chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows:- 


Male 

IW 

Ref.  No. 

Remale 

.1947... 

Total 

-4947 

Total 

_1246 

6 

Tub.  of  Resp.  sys. 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

9 

Influenza 

1 

1 

12 

Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

1 

1 

mm 

13-16 

Cancer 

5 

4 

9 

10 

17 

Diabetes 

_ 

1 

18 

Intra  Gran. Lesions 

2 

2 

4 

7 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

8 

5 

13 

12 

20 

Other  dis.  of  circ. system 

— 

2 

2 

1 

21 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenon 

— 

2 

2 

27 

Other  Digve.dis: 

— 

1 

1 

2 

28 

Nephritis 

4 

- 

4 

— 

32 

Con.mal  birth 

— 

1 

1 

2 

33 

Suicide 

1 

1 

1 

34 

Road  traffic  acc. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

— 

— 

1 

36 

All  other  causes 

2 

5 

7 

8 

Death  of  cancer  (all  ages)  9 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  hut  one 
death  from  Influenza. 


SECTION  B: 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 
(i)  Staff  19U7 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time) : 

Bertram  Suggitt,  M. B. , Oh. B. (Leeds  and  Manchester) 

D.P.H.  (Camhs. ) 

Surveyor  6c  Sanitary  Inspector r 

Bruce  V/.E. Makepeace,  M.R.  San.  I.  ,M. R.  I.P. H. H. 

(ii)  Other  Services 

Laboratory,  Ambulance,  Nursing  & Hospital  services. 

The  arrangements  for  these  services  are  as  in  former  years 
and  are  satisfactory. 


SECTION  Ct 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  Baldock 

1 . ( i ) Water 


The  Baldock  U.D.C,  is  the  vmter  supply  authority. 

Water  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  the  First  Garden  City 
Limited’s  Pumping  Stations  at  Baldock  Road  and  V/illian  Road. 
Bacteriological  samples  are  taken  both  by  the  Company  and  ^ 
the  Council  and  have  proved  satlsfa-ctory.  The  Bonder  Company  s 
houses  have  their  own  private  supply. 
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(ii)  Drainage  & Sewerage 

No  change  in  the  system. 

After  careful  consideration  the  Council  entered 
into  negotiations  with  the  Letchworth  Urban  District 
Council  for  the  latter  Council  to  take  and  treat  all 
the  sewage  from  Bnldock  Urban  District.  These 
negotiations  were  satisfactorily  concluded  and  a formal 
agreement  has  been  signed  by  the  two  Councils. 

The  Consultants  of  Baldock  Urban  District  Coimcil 
are  now  preparing  a scheme  for  pumping  sewage  to  the 
Letchworth  works. 

2*  Rivers  and  Streams 

The  River  Ivel  has  been  dredged  throughout  its  length  in 
the  Urban  District  to  alleviate  flooding  of  the  allotment 
areas . 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation 

No  change, 

( i i ) Public  Cleansing 

Despite  the  difficulty  of  labour,  tiie  collection  of 
refuse  and  salvage  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

Fortnightly  collection  is  made  throughout  the  district 
except  for  shops  and  business  premises,  from  which  weekly 
collection  is  made.  A controlled  refuse  tip  is  operated 
in  con3unction  v/ith  the  Letchworth  U.D.C. 

The  follov/ing  salvage  was  recovered: 


Weight 

T.  C.  Q. 

Lbs. 

Article  ; 

Value 

31.  18.  2. 

— 

Mixed  baled  paper 

£ 191.14.  1. 

9.  14.  2. 

••  • 

Pig  food 

12.  1.11. 

2.  3.  2. 

gross 

5. 

Rags,  string  & metal  37.  1.10. 

Bottles  salvaged  & sold  94.  3.  -• 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


Houses  visited  under  Public  Health  Acts  9 


Housing  Acts  23 
Factories  and  workshops  _ 11 
Nuisances  investigated  ’ 47 
Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease  13 
Cowsheds,  dairies  and  bakehouses  3 
Butchers  and  other  shops  4 
Miscellaneous  21 


( i ) Shops  and  Offices 

There  are  81  shops  in  the  district;  all  those  dealing 
with  food  stuffs  have  been  visited  during  the  period, 
no  contraventions  found.  No  inspections  of  offices 
carried  out. 

(v)  Swimming  Pool  (Private) 

Samples  taken  each  month  by  chemists  employed  by 
owners  of  the  pool  and  also  by  the  Council.  'These  samples 
have  been  reasonably  satisfactory. 
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(vi)  Eradicr.tion  of  Bed  Bugs 

Two  cases  were  reijorted  and  dealt  with. 

SECTION  D: 

HOUSING 

During  1947  work  was  completed  on  20  traditional  houses 
at  Y/eston  Way  together  with  road  and  sewer  works  to  accommodate 
a further  80  houses. 

. , In  October  1946,  the  Council  inspected  various  types 
of  non-traditional  houses  and  in  December  entered  into  a 
contract  for  the  erection  of  100  "No-Pines"  concrete  houses, 
work  upon  which  was  iianediately  started.  A further  small 
scheme  of  10  houses  was  also  commenced  during  the  last 
months  of  1946. 

The  Council  then  had, in  December  1946,  130  houses  under 
contract  and  of  these  32  were  completed  and  occupied. 

In  July  1947?  the  Council  entered  into  an  arrangement  for 
the  supply  and  erection  of  40  permanent  Aluminium  bungalows. 

A contract  for  site  works  was  entered  into  and  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year  and  the  bungalow  erection  commenced, 

HOUSING  ACT  1936  - OVERCROWDING 

Local  conditions  have  caused  numerous  difficulties* 

The  present  population  of  the  district  is  5808,  the 
population  in  1938  was  3? 829.  There  is  inevitably  a large 
number  of  cases  of  overcrowing  which  the  Council  are  anxious 
to  alleviate .by  the  provision  of  new  houses. 

SECTION  E: 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(®)  Milk  Supply 

One  farm  in  the  area  is  licensed  for  producing, 'bottling 
.and  retailing  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  and  Accredited 
-Milk,  One  otherv; person  was  registered  as  a retail  purveyor 
and  has  premises  in  the  district. 

(t)  Heat  and  o the 'r  foods 

All  fresh  meat  supplies  are  inspected  at  Letchworth,  and 
the  quality  of  meat  coming  into  the  district  is  remarkably  good. 

In  addition  the  following  was  condemned 


20  Tins  of  soup,  25  tins  of  vegetables,  24  tins  of 

fish,  45  tins  of  meat  and  93  tins  of  rnilk^  19  tins  raiso.goods 

78f  stone  of  fish,  52  chickens  and  1 packet  of  flour# 

30  lbs.  meat  and  28  lbs.  prunes. 

SECTION  F: 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 
other  Diseases 


Chicken  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis 
Whooping  Cough 
Jaundice 
Poliomyelitis 


50 

16 

5 

5 

7 

1 

4 
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Tuberculosis 


New  cases  during  the  period: - 

5 Pulmonary  Male 
5 Pulmonary  Female 
1 Non-Pulmonary  Male 
- Non-Pulmonary  Female 

Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis) 

Four  cases  occurred  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  and  the 
patients  made  good  recovery. 


Schools 

1 • The  state  of  Pond  Lane  School  gave  the  Council  much 
concern  and  after  strong  representations  to  the  County 
authorities  urgent  action  was  taken,  resulting  in  an  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  the  premises  and  of  the  sanitary  accomm- 
odation and  playground, 

2.  The  state  of  the  Mansfield  Road  School  v/as  also  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  management  and  some  improvements  were 
effected;  some  v/orks  are  still  needed  in  the  provision  of 
increased  sanitary  accommodation. 

CONCLUSION 


The  Birth  Rate  for  1947  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
figure  for  1946  hut  the  upward  trend  was  not  as  great  as  for 
the  National  Birth  Rate  which  rose  from  19.1  to  20.5  per 
thousand  population.  It  is  to  he  noted  that  the  proportion 
of  illegitimate  hirths  is  roughly  1/26th  of  the  total  hirths. 

The  Death  Rate  is  lower  than  in  the  previous  year, 
whereas  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  higher  than  for 
1946.  Another  point  of  interest  is  that  the  present 
population  of  the  district  is  almost  double  that  of  the  pre- 
war figure.  The  consequence  of  this  importation  of  pop- 
ulation have  already  been  referred  to  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a speedy  completion  of  the  housing  programme  will  relieve 
the  gross  over-crov^-ding  which  at  present  exists  in  the  town, 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
given  by  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department, 


BERTRAM'!  SUGGIT 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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